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Introduction

Before	you	have	students	open	their	books,	write	the	
word	adjectives	on	the	board,	pronounce	it,	and	ask	
which	 letter	 is	 silent.	 Repeat	 the	 word	 if	 no	 one	
responds	 the	 first	 time.	 Tell	 students	 they	 have	
probably	been	using	adjectives	since	they	first	began	
speaking,	 so	 it’s	 a	 good	 word	 to	 know	 how	 to	
pronounce.	 Say:	 Adjectives are simply words that 
describe someone or something.	Write	 on	 the	 board	
and	say:	This is a big / small class;	I am older than you 
are; “C” is a good grade; “B” is better; “A” is the best. You 
are smart.	Look	around	the	room	and	comment	on	
the	 color	 of	 a	 shirt	 or	 sweater	 or	 article	 of	 clothing	
someone	 is	 wearing.	 Refer	 to	 something	 you	 are	
wearing:	My shirt / blouse / jacket is (color),	so	students	
see	the	different	placements	for	adjectives.

Tell	 students	 again	 that	 adjectives	 describe;	 they	
describe	 (or	 modify)	 nouns	 and	 pronouns.	 Their	
form	 and	 their	 placement,	 where	 they	 go	 in	 a	
sentence,	are	easy	to	learn	because	they	are	constant	
and	 in	 many	 cases	 similar	 to	 the	 placement	 in	
students’	native	languages.

Student Book pages 184–185

Placement

Have	 students	 open	 their	 books	 and	 read	 the	 first	
rule	of	placement	aloud	(adjectives	usually	go	before	
the	noun	they	describe).	Refer	to	the	first	sentence	
you	wrote	on	the	board	and	underline	big	or	small,	
whichever	 word	 you	 used.	 Underline	 good	 in	 the	
sentence	 about	 grades.	 Ask	 which	 noun	 each	
adjective	refers	to	and	point	out	that	the	adjective	is	
before	the	noun.

Read	the	second	rule	with	students	and	point	again	
to	the	sentences	on	the	board	to	show	the	adjectives	
that	come	after	the	be	verb.

To	review	the	third	rule	with	students,	refer	to	the	last	
sentence	 you	 wrote	 on	 the	 board.	 Ask	 a	 variety	 of	
students	how	they	feel.	Write	their	responses	on	the	
board.	Ask:	What are you doing when you answer that 
question?	 They	 should	 be	 able	 to	 tell	 you	 they’re	
describing	how	they	feel,	so	they’re	using	adjectives.

The	fourth	rule	 is	very	 important	because	in	many	
languages,	 adjectives	 agree	 in	 number	 with	 the	
nouns	 they	 modify.	 Students	 should	 understand	
that	an	adjective	doesn’t	change	in	English.	Read	the	
examples	together	and	answer	any	questions.

Form

Tell	students	there	are	three	forms	for	adjectives:	the	
descriptive,	which	is	the	base	form;	the	comparative,	

which	 compares	 two	 nouns;	 and	 the	 superlative,	
which	compares	a	noun	with	two	or	more	nouns.

As	shown	in	the	examples	in	the	first	rule,	descriptive	
adjectives	come	before	the	noun	they	describe.	After	
reading	the	examples,	have	students	create	sentences	
with	descriptive	adjectives.	Have	at	least	two	students	
write	a	sentence	on	the	board.

Compare	two	items	in	the	class.	For	example:	My desk 
is bigger than your desk. Carlos is sitting closer to Kim 
than Antoine is.	 Ask:	 What am I doing when I make 
those statements?	 If	 no	 one	 responds	 immediately,	
say:	I’m comparing.	I’m comparing my desk to yours; 
I’m comparing who is sitting closer to Kim. When you 
compare, you use the word	 than	 after the adjective.	
Write	on	the	board:	big–Nbigger; close–Ncloser; large–
larger; small–smaller.

Direct	 students	 to	 look	 at	 the	 Comparatives	 box.	
Explain	 that	 the	 comparative	 is	 very	 easy	 to	 learn	
because	all	you	do	is	add	-er	to	the	adjective.	When	
they’re	 writing	 comparatives,	 students	 need	 to	 be	
aware	of	spelling	changes.	(They’ll	be	addressed	on	
page	186.)	Meanwhile,	the	important	information	is	
that	the	comparative	is	formed	by	adding	-er	to	the	
base	 form	 of	 the	 adjective.	 If	 the	 adjective	 is	 more	
than	 two	 syllables,	 the	 comparative	 is	 formed	 by	
adding	more	 in	 front	of	 the	base	adjective.	Than	 is	
still	 the	word	that	finishes	the	comparison:	Do you 
think the President is more powerful than the Prime 
Minister?	 Ask	 volunteers	 for	 other	 adjectives	 that	
would	 require	 more	 rather	 than	 just	 an	 -er	 ending.	
They	should	be	able	to	think	of	beautiful, comfortable,	
and	 difficult,	 for	 example.	 Encourage	 students	 to	
use	these	words	in	sentences.

Refer	 to	 the	 sentences	 students	 wrote	 earlier.	 Ask	
volunteers	to	change	the	sentences	on	the	board	to	
comparatives.	 Have	 them	 write	 their	 responses	
under	the	original	sentences.

Review	 the	 Superlatives	 box.	 Talk	 about	 the	
superlative	form	and	ask:	What is the tallest building 
in the United States? What is the biggest river in your 
country? Who is the smartest person in your family?	
Remind	 them	 when	 they	 are	 talking	 about	
superlatives,	 they	 are	 talking	 about	 the	 person	 or	
thing	that	stands	out	from	all	the	rest.	It	could	be	the	
biggest	 or	 smallest,	 the	 longest	 or	 shortest,	 the	
funniest	 or	 saddest;	 it’s	 the	 article	 the	 plus	 the	 -est	
ending	 that	 makes	 it	 superlative.	 And	 again,	 if	 the	
adjective	 has	 more	 than	 two	 syllables,	 instead	 of		
-est,	 the	 words	 the most	 are	 placed	 in	 front	 of	 the	
base	 form:	 She is the most beautiful actress in the 
movies. This is the most horrible movie I ever saw.
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Have	 students	 create	 sentences	 with	 superlative	
adjectives.	 Invite	 volunteers	 to	 change	 the	 student	
sentences	 on	 the	 board	 to	 the	 superlative.	 Review	
the	use	of	descriptive,	comparative,	and	superlative	
adjectives	 before	 talking	 about	 expressions	 of	
equality.

It’s	 easy	 to	 explain	 expressions	 of	 equality.	 After	
reading	the	examples	in	the	Expressions of Equality	
box	together,	have	students	create	sentences	about	
things	 like	 the	 desks	 in	 the	 room,	 the	 size	 of	 the	
chalkboards	or	windows,	etc.

Instructor Alert
You might want to teach students the opposite of 
more and most, less and least, and worse and worst:
This chair is more comfortable than that one; that  
chair is less comfortable than this one.
This book is better than that one; that book is worse 
than this one.
That is the best song I ever heard; this is the worst 
song I ever heard.

Student Book pages 186-187

Spelling Rules for Comparatives and Superlatives

These	 rules	 are	 best	 memorized	 as	 students	 go	
along,	and	these	are	easy	rules	 to	 learn	because	of	
their	 consistency.	 Read	 aloud	 each	 descriptive	
adjective	in	the	box	and	the	rules	that	follow.	Answer	
any	 questions	 but	 remind	 students	 that	 these	 are	
rules	they	have	learned	in	other	contexts	too:	change	
the	-y to	-i	before	adding	an	ending;	double	the	final	
consonant	 of	 words	 ending	 in	 CVC	 (consonant-
vowel-consonant)	formation.	Instill	in	students	that	
these	 are	 easy-to-learn	 formations	 and	 that	 you	
don’t	expect	them	to	have	any	problems.

n 12-1 Spelling and Pronunciation
Before	 students	 begin	 writing,	 have	 volunteers	 read	
the	 base	 form	 of	 each	 adjective	 and	 answer	 any	
vocabulary	questions.	When	students	have	completed	
the	activity	and	compared	answers	and	pronunciation	
with	 their	 partner,	 have	 several	 volunteers	 read	 the	
comparative	 and	 superlative	 forms	 aloud	 and	 use	
them	in	sentences.	Invite	students	to	write	sentences	
with	the	adjectives	in	numbers	1,	2,	4,	14,	and	15	on	
the	board	as	others	provide	different	sentences	orally.	
Review	the	sentences	together	and	invite	students	to	
make	any	corrections.

Post-Activity Discussion:	Ask:	Was this activity easy 
or difficult? Why?	Try	to	clear	up	anything	students	
may	have	found	difficult.

Answer Key

	 1.	 thin	 thinner	than	 the	thinnest
	 2.	 intelligent	 more	intelligent	than	 the	most	intelligent
	 3.	 stupid	 stupider	than	 the	stupidest
	 4.	 difficult	 more	difficult	than	 the	most	difficult
	 5.	 easy	 easier	than	 the	easiest
	 6.	 strong	 stronger	than	 the	strongest
	 7.	 weak	 weaker	than	 the	weakest
	 8.	 small	 smaller	than	 the	smallest
	 9.	 large	 larger	than	 the	largest
	10.	 old	 older	than	 the	oldest
	11.	 young	 younger	than	 the	youngest
	12.	 light	 lighter	than	 the	lightest
	13.	 heavy	 heavier	than	 the	heaviest
	14.	 expensive	 more	expensive	than	 the	most	expensive
	15.	 cheap	 cheaper	than	 the	cheapest

n 12-2 Sentence Writing
A.	 	Review	 the	 four	 ways	 adjectives	 are	 used	 before	

students	begin	this	exercise.	Have	several	students	
read	 their	 sentences	 aloud.	 Remind	 them	 to	 be	
aware	of	correct	usage	of	the	adjective	form	and	
placement.

B.		After	students	study	the	examples	and	complete	
the	sentences,	have	them	work	in	groups	to	listen	
to	each	other’s	sentences.	Discuss	any	sentences	
that	 are	 in	 dispute.	 Ask	 various	 students	 for	 the	
spelling	of	some	of	their	adjectives.

C.		Have	several	students	read	their	sentences	aloud	as	
others	write	theirs	on	the	board.	Invite	volunteers	
to	 change	 comparatives	 and	 superlatives	 to	 the	
opposite	 meaning.	 For	 example,	 if	 someone	 has	
written	 Professor Jones is the best teacher in the 
school,	have	someone	change	it	to	Professor Jones is 
the worst teacher in the school.

D.		Invite	students	to	share	their	thoughts	in	groups.	
Have	 each	 group	 read	 one	 descriptive,	
comparative,	 superlative,	 and	 equality	 sentence	
to	the	class.	You	might	want	to	open	a	discussion	
on	which	class	students	find	the	easiest,	hardest,	
most	 interesting,	 etc.,	 to	 stimulate	 conversation	
using	the	adjectives	they’re	learning.

Student Book pages 188–189

n 12-3 Description of the Photograph
Pair	 students	 with	 someone	 they	 haven’t	 worked	
with	too	often.	Read	the	directions	for	Exercises	A,	B,	
and	 C.	 After	 answering	 any	 questions,	 have	 pairs	
complete	the	exercises	on	their	own,	advising	them	
to	monitor	 their	 time	so	they	complete	all	 three	 in	
time	for	discussion.
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Post-Activity Discussion:	Ask	students	if	it	was	easier	
or	 harder	 to	 complete	 these	 exercises	 without	
interruption.	 Why?	 Have	 several	 pairs	 read	 their	
sentences	from	Exercise	C	aloud.	Ask	students	to	look	
at	 the	 photograph	 again	 and	 to	 come	 up	 with	 one	
sentence	containing	an	equality	adjective.

n 12-4  Communicative Activity: Twenty 
Questions

After	 reading	 the	 directions,	 reviewing	 question	
forms,	 and	 studying	 the	 example	 with	 students,	
assign	 groups	 of	 four	 to	 play	 the	 game.	 Remind	
students	that	questions	must	be	able	to	be	answered	
with	a	yes	or	no.	This	is	a	chance	for	their	adjectives	
to	 really	 help	 them.	 Ask	 students	 to	 call	 out	 the	
adjectives	they	see	 in	the	example.	They	should	be	
able	to	find	at	least	seven.

Post-Activity Discussion:	 Ask	 those	 students	 who	
guessed	before	the	20	questions	were	up	what	helped	
them	 most	 in	 finding	 the	 answers.	 Ask:	 Could you 
have done this without adjectives? Why or why not?

Student Book pages 19–191

n 12-5 Theme-based Discussion
A.	 	Tell	students	they’re	going	to	be	working	in	groups	

of	four	and	ask	what	they	think	the	procedure	will	
be	 as	 they	 go	 from	 Exercise	 A	 to	 Exercise	 B	 to	
Exercise	C.	If	they	can	self-direct	and	choose	their	
own	 “reporter,”	 allow	 them	 to	 continue	 with	
Exercise	 A.	 If	 not,	 lend	 a	 hand	 but	 try	 to	 make	
them	as	independent	as	possible.	Read	Exercise	A	
together	and	have	them	discuss	their	 feelings	 in	
their	groups.	When	the	discussion	is	ended,	get	a	
consensus	 from	 the	 reporter	 in	 each	 group	 of	
which	 jobs	 people	 would	 most	 like,	 which	 jobs	
they	 would	 least	 like,	 and	 the	 kind	 of	 person	
they’d	like	to	work	for.	Remind	students	there	are	
no	 right	 or	 wrong	 answers.	 Is	 there	 a	 visible	
consensus	in	the	class	or	are	there	many	different	
answers?

B.		If	 groups	 understand	 the	 process	 of	 changing	
from	group	to	group,	have	them	read	Exercise	B	
and	get	 to	work.	 If	 they	still	need	help	changing	
groups,	give	them	some	guidance.

C.		This	should	be	a	provocative	discussion,	and	you	
might	want	to	open	the	conclusions	to	the	class,	
perhaps	even	having	a	debate	about	the	pros	and	
cons	 of	 online	 dating.	 Ask	 students	 what	 they	
think	 the	 term	 soul mate	 means.	 Is	 there	 an	
expression	in	their	native	language	that	is	similar?	
If	 so,	 it	 might	 be	 fun	 to	 share	 these	 expressions	
with	the	class.

n 12-6  Vocabulary Development: 
Adjectives

Students	 can	 use	 the	 descriptive,	 comparative,	
superlative,	 or	 equality	 form	 of	 the	 adjectives	 to	
complete	 this	activity.	When	they	are	 finished,	have	
them	share	their	sentences	with	the	class.	Were	there	
any	similarities	in	adjectives	describing	themselves,	a	
favorite	food	or	city,	a	good	boss,	or	favorite	relative,	
for	example?

Student Book pages 192–193

n 12-7 Description of the Illustration
Following	the	directions,	students	should	work	with	a	
partner,	studying	the	 illustration	and	comparing	the	
aliens	with	each	other.	Students	should	use	all	forms	
of	the	adjectives	to	compare	and	describe	the	creatures.	
Once	they’ve	developed	a	consensus	together,	partners	
should	 write	 their	 descriptions	 under	 the	 picture.	
Have	several	pairs	read	their	descriptions	to	the	class.

Post-Activity Discussion:	If	no	one	has	written	about	
it,	draw	students’	attention	to	the	aliens’	feet	and	eyes	
for	 descriptions	 of	 each.	 Ask	 if	 they	 notice	 anything	
about	 the	 position	 of	 their	 arms.	 How	 would	 they	
describe	the	state	of	mind	of	the	aliens?	What	brings	
them	to	that	conclusion?

n 12-8 Error Correction
Advise	students	to	read	through	the	sentences	before	
underlining	 mistakes.	 Once	 they	 have	 discovered	
the	 errors,	 they	 should	 correct	 them.	 This	 activity	
may	take	longer	than	others	of	this	type	have	taken	
in	the	past.	Advise	them	to	check	their	corrections	to	
be	sure	they’ve	used	the	proper	form	and	placement	
of	adjectives.	When	they	complete	the	exercise,	have	
several	 students	 write	 the	 sentences	 on	 the	 board	
for	 everyone	 to	 check	 their	 work	 against.	 Discuss	
any	sentences	students	feel	are	not	correct.

Answer Key

	 1.	 Your	new	jacket	is	very	pretty.
	 2.	 	My	two	little	brothers	are	taller	than	I	am,	but	I	am	

the	strongest.
	 3.	 The	tall,	unhappy	man	works	a	lot.
	 4.	 Tea	is	as	strong	as	coffee.
	 5.	 That	was	the	best	movie.	You	should	see	it!
	 6.	 Love	is	stronger	than	hate.
	 7.	 Marta	is	more	beautiful	than	her	sister.
	 8.	 I’m	not	as	fast	as	you,	but	I	am	smarter	than	you.
	 9.	 	People	in	China	are	friendlier	than	people	in	

Cambodia.
	10.	 New	Mexico	is	the	most	interesting	state.
	11.	 	My	sister	is	as	tall	as	my	brother.	They	are	both	5'	6".

Student Book pages 194-195
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n 12-9 Grammar in Action
A.	 	Read	 the	 list	 of	 adjectives	 and	 ask	 students	 if	

there	 are	 any	 questions	 about	 the	 vocabulary.	
Then	 have	 students	 write	 the	 comparative	 and	
superlative	forms.	When	students	have	completed	
the	 activity,	 go	 around	 the	 room	 quickly,	 having	
students	give	the	answers	until	all	13	comparative	
and	superlative	forms	are	covered.

Answer Key

A.

	 1.	 small	 smaller	than	 the	smallest
	 2.	 hot	 hotter	than		 the	hottest
	 3.	 noisy	 noisier	than		 the	noisiest
	 4.	 nervous	 more	nervous	than		 the	most	nervous
	 5.	 good	 better	than		 the	best
	 6.	 patient	 more	patient	than		 the	most	patient
	 7.	 gentle	 more	gentle	than		 the	most	gentle
	 8.	 practical	 more	practical	than		 the	most	practical
	 9.	 delicious	 more	delicious	than		 the	most	delicious
	10.	 low	 lower	than		 the	lowest
	11.	 easy	 easier	than		 the	easiest
	12.	 popular	 more	popular	than		 the	most	popular
	13.	 bad	 worse	than		 the	worst

B.	Answers	will	vary.

B.		When	 students	 have	 completed	 their	 sentences,	
call	out	different	base	adjectives	and	ask	who	has	
written	 a	 sentence	 using	 a	 comparative	 or	
superlative	 form	 of	 them.	 Have	 students	 write	
these	sentences	on	the	board	or	read	them	aloud.	
Ask	 volunteers	 to	 create	 sentences	 for	 any	
adjectives	that	weren’t	used.

n 12-10 Cloze
A.	 	Read	the	instructions	aloud	so	students	have	an	

idea	 of	 what	 is	 expected	 of	 them.	 They	 can	 use	
their	 imaginations	 and	 what	 they	 know	 about	
lions,	 tigers,	 wolves,	 etc.,	 to	 fill	 in	 the	 adjectives	
from	the	list	that	they	think	fit	best.	Invite	them	to	
work	 in	 pairs	 to	 complete	 the	 cloze.	When	 they	
finish	 filling	 in	 the	 words,	 have	 them	 read	 the	
story	 to	 each	 other	 to	 see	 if	 it	 sounds	 right	 or	 if	
there	might	be	a	better	choice	of	words.

Answer Key

One	day	as	Father	Wolf	was	hunting	in	the	(1)	dark	
jungle,	he	found	a	(2) small	boy.	The	boy	was	as	(3) small	
as	the	baby	wolf	cubs,	but	he	was	(4) softer than	them.	
The	wolf	family	adopted	the	(5) little	boy.

Shere	Kahn,	an	(6) orange	tiger,	came	to	Father	Wolf.	
Shere	Kahn	was	(7) larger	and	(8) meaner	than	the	wolf.	
He	wanted	to	eat	the	little	boy.	Father	Wolf	went	to	Akela,	
the	leader	of	the	wolves.	Akela	was	the	(9) greatest	and	
(10) wisest	of	the	wolves.	The	wolves	voted	and	decided	
to	let	the	boy	stay	with	the	wolf	pack.	The	wolves	called	
the	boy	Mowgli,	the	little	frog.

Mowgli	learned	about	all	the	jungle	animals.	Baloo,	the	
(11) old	(12) brown	bear,	taught	all	the	wolf	cubs.	Mowgli	
was	the	(13) quickest	and	the	(14) most intelligent	of	
his	students.	Bagheera	the	(15) black	panther	was	very	
(16) smart	and	(17) brave.	He	was	a	(18) good	friend	to	
Mowgli.	The	wolves	were	afraid	of	Bagheera	and	his	
(19) sharp	teeth.	They	thought	Bagheera	was	(20) more 
terrible	than	Shere	Kahn.

Later,	Mowgli	had	to	leave	the	wolves.	He	went	to	the	
village	and	met	his	mother.	In	the	jungle,	Mowgli	was	
(21) weaker	than	the	other	animals,	but	in	the	village	
he	was	(22) stronger	than	the	other	children.	He	was	as	
(23) strong	as	a	bull.	Mowgli	took	care	of	the	buffaloes	
and	cattle.	Finally,	with	the	help	of	the	buffaloes	and	his	
wolf	friends,	Mowgli	killed	Shere	Kahn.	He	had	killed	the	
(24) terrible	tiger.

B.		Have	pairs	take	turns	reading	their	version	of	the	
story	as	other	pairs	discuss	any	different	adjectives	
they	 used.	 If	 there	 is	 time,	 have	 the	 entire	 class	
read	the	story	aloud	with	various	students	filling	
in	the	missing	words.

Student Book pages 196–197

n 12-11 Sentence Stems
Remind	 students	 to	 complete	 the	 sentence	 stems	
using	 comparatives	 and	 superlatives	 as	 shown	 in	
the	 example.	 Have	 several	 students	 read	 their	
answers	aloud,	and	allow	time	for	discussion	of	any	
discrepancies	or	different	answers.

n 12-12 Sentence Conclusions
Here	is	a	chance	for	students	to	express	their	opinions	
while	 using	 comparatives,	 superlatives,	 and	 expres-
sions	of	equality.	Have	students	write	sentences	with	
each	form	on	the	board	as	others	read	their	answers	
aloud.	 You	 might	 want	 to	 encourage	 an	 open	
discussion	 about	 sentence	 conclusions	 5	 and	 6.	 To	
stimulate	use	of	adjectives,	ask:	What qualities make 
the ideal roommate?

n 12-13 The Writing Page
Pre-Activity Discussion:	Discuss	the	concept	of	prized 
possession	with	students.	What	do	they	think	it	means?	
To	some	people,	their	health	or	their	families	or	their	
freedom	are	their	most	prized	possessions.	To	others,	
it’s	an	object	they	can	wear	or	use.	Try	to	elicit	 from	
them	 what	 they	 consider	 to	 be	 their	 most	 prized	
possession	before	actually	beginning	the	activity.

When	you	read	the	directions	for	the	activity,	remind	
students	that	they	should	write	about	an	item	they	
have,	 whether	 of	 monetary	 value	 or	 sentimental	
value.	The	purpose	is	to	write	about	it	using	adjectives	
to	describe	it	and	to	answer	the	questions.	Suggest	
they	read	the	example	before	beginning	to	write.



94	 Adjectives:	Descriptive,	Comparative,	and	Superlative

Post-Activity Discussion:	 When	 students	 have	
completed	 their	 sentences,	 have	 several	 volunteers	
read	 theirs	 aloud.	Which	 adjectives	 were	 used	 most	
often?	Ask:	What is the adjective in	prized	possession?

Student Book pages 198–199

n 12-14 Unit Review

Prewriting
Read	the	Prewriting	and	First	Draft	sections	together	
so	students	have	a	better	grasp	of	what	they’re	going	
to	 do.	 Suggest	 they	 think	 of	 an	 area	 of	 particular	
interest	to	them	and	then	make	a	chart	like	the	one	
in	 the	 book	 to	 help	 them	 get	 their	 thoughts	 on	
paper.	 They	 should	 use	 adjectives	 to	 tell	 why	 they	
think	 that	 particular	 person	 deserves	 the	 award,	
why	 he/she	 is	 so	 much	 better	 than	 anyone	 else	 in	
that	field,	and	so	forth.	Students	should	have	enough	
notes	 to	 be	 able	 to	 write	 a	 good-sized	 paragraph	
about	their	person.

First Draft
Using	 their	 notes	 and	 chart,	 students	 should	 write	
their	first	draft.	Remind	them	to	use	adjectives	in	the	
comparative	 and	 superlative	 forms	 to	 tell	 why	 this	
person’s	 work	 is	 most	 important	 or	 outstanding.	
They	 can	 use	 the	 list	 of	 adjectives	 given	 or	 any	
others	they	feel	best	describe	what	they	want	to	say.	
When	they	are	finished,	students	should	proofread	
their	 work	 to	 be	 sure	 they	 have	 used	 correct	
punctuation	and	capitalization.

Revision
Before	giving	their	draft	to	a	partner	to	read,	students	
should	read	through	it	again,	making	sure	they	have	
used	the	correct	placement	and	forms	of	adjectives.	
They	 should	 also	 check	 that	 their	 statements	 are	
clear,	 with	 supporting	 details	 to	 make	 their	 choice	
believable.	Partners	will	have	to	find	answers	to	the	
bulleted	questions.	Not	only	should	they	know	who	
the	person	is	and	why	that	person	is	so	important,	

but	also	what	that	person	did	or	does,	what	important	
qualities	 this	 person	 brings	 to	 her/his	 work	 that	
makes	him/her	worthy	of	this	award,	and	if	there	is	
enough	information	to	validate	the	choice.	Partners	
should	 also	 check	 the	 grammatical	 and	 spelling	
aspects	 of	 the	 paragraph.	 Then	 they	 should	 sit	
together	and	discuss	each	other’s	suggestions	before	
writing	a	final	draft.

Final Draft
Before	students	complete	their	final	draft,	draw	their	
attention	to	the	evaluation	points	you	will	be	using	to	
grade	 their	 work.	 Suggest	 they	 make	 any	 changes	
and/or	 additions	 to	 their	 paragraph,	 read	 it	 over	
several	times	for	accuracy	and	correctness,	and	then	
check	what	you	will	be	looking	for.	Remind	them	to	
include	a	dated	paragraph	in	their	portfolio.

Evaluation
Because	 knowing	 what	 you	 will	 be	 looking	 for	 can	
improve	their	grade	tremendously,	students	should	
read	their	paragraph	again,	counting	the	number	of	
details	 they’ve	 included	 and	 the	 correct	 use	 and	
placement	of	their	various	adjectives.	Before	turning	
in	their	final	paragraph	for	this	book,	have	students	
look	 over	 all	 the	 paragraphs	 in	 their	 portfolio	 to	
observe	 their	 progress.	 Ask:	 Where do you feel you 
still need improvement? Do you know what to do to 
make your work better? What are you most pleased 
about?

Post-Activity Discussion:	 Ask	 students	 to	 evaluate	
what	was	most	helpful	for	them	in	improving	their	
written	 and	 spoken	 English	 and	 their	 reading	 and	
listening	 skills.	What	 suggestions	 do	 they	 have	 for	
future	students	who	are	going	to	study	communicative	
grammar?
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Name ________________________________________ Class ___________________________________

Unit 12 Writing Task: Write a paragraph about the best person in a particular field today.

Rubric

	 Score	1	 Score	3	 Score	5
	 Needs	improvement	 Shows	progress	 Good	understanding

Number	of	details	 One	or	two	details	 Three	or	four	details	 Five	or	more	details

Adjective	placement	 Three	or	more	errors	 Two	errors	in	placement	 No	errors	in	placement	
	 in	placement

Use	and	form	of	 Two	or	three	errors	 Only	one	error	in	 No	errors	in	use	or	form	
comparatives	and		 in	use	or	form	 use	or	form	
superlatives

Use	and	form	of	 Two	errors	in	use		 One	error	in	use		 No	errors	in	use	or	form	
adjectives	of	equality	 or	form	 or	form


